Minutes 

ABI Network Group Meeting
7th December 2007
Kerwin Court, Slinfold
	1.
	Welcome and Introductions

	

	
	
	

	2.
	Presentation by Robyn Noonan from the Commission for Social Improvement Partnerships.
Robyn gave an interesting presentation about the role of CSIPs, in particular in relation to implementation of the NSF for long term neurological conditions. More information is available on the website (under network minutes and talks). The presentation stimulated a useful discussion about local initiatives and opportunities. 
Sue Wood reported that a recently setup Long Term Conditions Joint Working Group has met very recently. This working group is a sub group to the Joint Commissioning Board with Social Services and PCT involvement. It is jointly chaired by Sarah Weeks as the director level of the PCT and by Jeff Lawrey, senior representative of Adult Social Services. Their first meeting in early December was to set terms of reference and their remit is to look at opportunities for pooling resources and working together. It was agreed that this was a useful development after many months of confusion and re-organisation.

	

	3.
	Information Exchange 

1. Kerwin Court will be running a number of events for Brain Injury Awareness week in early April. As an organisation BIRT has been involved in a national  cycling safety competition “Look after your head”. This initiative is continuing this year. 
2. Daniel Yates informed the meeting that from February 2008 the CARD Team in Worthing is to merge with the Stroke Team to create a Community Neurorehabilitation Team. 
3. Sussex Rehabilitation Services currently based in Southlands will be moving from that site. Plans remain somewhat fluid but the Southlands site is due to be closed by the end of 2008. In the meantime there will be a move to a ward on the Hurstwood Park site between April and June 2008. Stroke Services will continue to be operated into Worthing, but Stroke Services from the Princess Royal Hospital in Crawley will have access to a similar service from Southlands but at Hurstwood Park. It remains unclear the extent to which this service will meet the needs of clients with ABI.
4. It is noted that the Brighton and Hove Community Neurorehabilitation Team has now extended its remit beyond stroke to include other neurological conditions. People who are interested in making a referral should initially contact Louise Mayer at the Community Rehabilitation Team. 

5. Headway- Pam Spencer informed the meeting that Jill Wright Is now to retire completely. This will require some rethinking, therefore, of the way in which the support is offered around the county. Pam said that Headway have advertised but have not yet appointed a Support Group Facilitator and this post will be reconfigured. 

6. The Rowans Day Centre; Cathy Brook, Social Worker, will be putting some time into the Worthing ABI Group. 

7. Adult Services/Rosary Cottage – There is a funding agreement for the Westland area of Sussex for clients with suitable needs to have these needs met by outreach services from Rosary Cottage. Some clients from the Horsham area have also attended Rosary Cottage but the distances are not ideal. There has been a positive review of the services provided by Rosary Cottage but in the various re-organisations little has been taken forward. 

8. Abbey House and Findon Road in Worthing are now available for service users. Anyone interested needs to contact Michelle Waddington. 

9. Jan Perrin asked if there has been any progress in setting up a group of practitioners to discuss difficult cases. In the western area the multidisciplinary team do meet and discuss cases and Jan felt this would be a useful model to extend. 

	

	4.0
	Date of Next Meeting
Meetings will continue to be held at Kerwin Court. Due to changes in Mark’s role and availability revised dates for 2008 will be circulated I due course.
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